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Occupational Nomads?

• Romani Gypsy’s – English Gypsy’s and Welsh Kale (India 1500s?)

• Scottish Travellers (1500s – 1800s)

• Irish Travellers  (11th century)

• Showpeople

• Roma: political refugees 1990s; European accession migrants (A2 and A8)



Census 2011 (ONS, 2014)

• 63, 000 Gypsy/Travellers living in the UK 

• 60% held no formal qualifications

• Less likely to be economically active

• More likely to never have worked



Multiple Indices of Deprivation (EHRC, 2015)

• Housing

• Education

• Employment

• Health & well-being

• Societal prejudice 



Parental attitudes to education

Source: ACERT, 2017

• Positive attitudes toward 
education

• Traditional G/T jobs ‘drying up’ 
(Bhopal, 2004)

• Increased retention 

• Reduced risk of drop-out

• Parents-turn (Ooman, 2018)



Multiple factors but…

• Racism most consistently 
cited factor

• Ages of 13 – 14 

• Careers Guidance as a 
tool? (Andrews & Hooley)



Research aims

• aspirations 

• young people’s access to and experiences of Careers Services

• career related learning in the curriculum

• workplace learning

• opportunities for employer engagement

• identify barriers to good practice



Ecological Development framework
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The literature & lived experience

• Difficulty in gaining access 
(Marcus, 2016)

• Barriers to access (Messing, 2014)

• Closed community (Hamilton, 
2018)

• Trust and relationship building



Emerging themes

Source: Travellers Times, 2016

• Roma & language barriers across 
all stakeholders

• Language barriers & increased 
engagement with Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Maths

• Eager for employment by 4th year

• S1’s interested in joining Police



Emerging themes

• Highly relevant to Scottish 
Travellers

• Gendered division of roles

• CSC cards 



Challenging narratives

• Sir John Holman (2014) speaks of challenging internalised notions 
of what ‘what people like them do’.

• But it is also equally important to challenge notions in the public 
imaginary of ‘what Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people do’.



How suitable are Gypsy/Travellers to be 
primary teachers? 

Source: Scottish Social Attitudes Survey, 2015



People like us

“The attitudes are too often ‘It’s not worth it because he will just 
claim benefits/do whatever basic labour his dad does’ or, as in my 
case, ‘He’ll just do the fair” (English Showman)

‘… not all of us want to go into construction’ (Hungarian Roma)



Community

‘Career guidance supports individuals and groups to discover more
about work, leisure and learning and to consider their place in the
world and plan for their futures. Key to this is developing individual
and community capacity to analyse and problematise assumptions
and power relations, to network and build solidarity and to create
new and shared opportunities. It empowers individuals and groups
to struggle within the world as it as it is and to imagine the world as it
could be’ (Hooley, Sultana & Thomsen, 2018).



Stakeholders as community
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