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A GOSPEL READING FROM ST JOHN & TRIBUTE TO ROB STOKES 3.1.2014 

St Kenelm Church, Sapperton, Near Cirencester, Gloucestershire 

Paul A. Chubb (Licensed Lay Minister) 

************************************************* 

In his Gospel St John records how, sometime after supper, on the night before he was to 
die, on that Thursday evening before the first Good Friday, Jesus was explaining to his 
disciples what was going to happen. But the disciples were confused. They felt worried. 
They had left everything to follow this man Jesus - their homes, families, friends, jobs 
 
Yes in their 3 years with him, they had seen and heard wonderful things. But now he was 
talking about pain, suffering and even his very own death.  
 
Imagine how those first disciples must have felt. Is this really what they had followed him 
for? They just didn’t seem to hear him, when he went on to refer to his resurrection on the 
third day. And so, with Jesus seeking to reassure them even more clearly, this is how St John 
records how Jesus uses these words: 
 
 “Let not your hearts be troubled;   
You believe in God. Believe also in me. 
 
In my Father’s house there are many rooms. If it were not so,  
I would have told you. 
I am going to prepare a place for you. 
And, if I go and prepare a place for you,  
I will come again and receive you to myself. 
So that, where I am, there you may also be. 
And, where I go, you know, and the way, you know.” 
 
The disciple Thomas then said to Jesus: 
 “Lord, we do not know where You are going. How can we know the way?” 
 
Jesus answered him: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
No-one comes to the Father except through me.” 
 
And then Jesus said to them all:  
“Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you,  
Not as the world gives do I give to you.  
Let not your hearts be troubled, and do not be afraid.”     
 
This promise from our Lord Jesus is the promise for us all - for you, for me, and today 
especially for Rob. Amen. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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And now, this is the promise we hold firmly onto today. So what does this say to us now, as 

we contemplate life without Rob's daily presence physically in our lives? 

Well, many things I think. Let's consider a few. My starting point comes from the writings of 

CS (Jack) Lewis. Lewis is best known to most of us I guess for his series of books about 

Narnia; the most famous being the Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe. He was an amazingly 

strong Christian. Amongst his words which I hope will give us all the greatest comfort are 

these: 

"YOU DON'T HAVE A SOUL; YOU ARE A SOUL". 

So we just inhabit this earthly body, until the time comes for our soul to journey on. And 

Rob's soul has now journeyed on. And according to the promises of Jesus, Rob now has one 

of those many Rooms in our heavenly Father's House. 

Let’s imagine what that Room might already be like! You know Rob - meticulous in all he 

did. My guess is he's already started getting it into the style he wants.  

Picture the scene; walls now starting to be bedecked with photos; keyboards set up - Rob 

loved his camera and his music. Oh and outside the walls of this Room; yes - at least one 

well stocked natural pond! 

************************************************** 

Rob was born on 29th September 1944 in Porthcawl. His Mum & Dad (Eunice and Alan) had 

two more children, Roz & Antony. They moved across the Severn to Gloucestershire. 

Eunice recalled the other day, how on Rob’s first day at infant school, after coming home, 

sleeping the night, and getting up next morning he cried as he thought going to school for a 

day was all he had to do! Little did he know! 

Anyway, Rob went on to spend his school days at The Kings School, Gloucester and the 

Crypt Grammar school. As a teenager Rob became a strong swimmer; he swam for 

Gloucester City. It became clear too, that Rob was a bright lad. He studied Classics “A” levels 

(for the education folk amongst us - that would impress Mr Gove. But let's not go there!). 

Rob took a gap year out, working as a House Parent at Coln House Special School in Fairford. 

Hold onto this interest in special needs, as we'll hear more. Rob went off to the University of 

Warwick – reading for a Degree in Social Sciences. And his working life was spent 

predominantly in the Careers Service: working with young people - firstly in London in 

Bromley, then Haringey.  

Next he moved to Cambridge (specialising in work with Young people with disabilities). Onto 

Cornwall, then up to North Yorkshire, and finally settling as head of the Careers Service here 

in Gloucestershire. 
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Rob had leadership and management skills for sure; not only were these recognised by the 

Careers Service employers of the time (the Local Education Authorities), but also by the 

professional body representing careers advisers. The Institute of Careers Officers as it was 

called, becoming then the Institute of Careers Guidance - and now known as the Career 

Development Institute. 

Rob chaired the Institute's Publications and Publicity Committee. He played a major role in a 

number of the Institute's annual conferences, where his meticulous planning skills shone 

like a beacon. Rob led for the UK in European career guidance links. 

Perhaps most famously he will be well remembered for his pioneering work, creating what 

we came to call Job Search campaigns - careers service staff going out and knocking on 

employers' doors seeking out jobs for job-seeking, unemployed young people. Rob 

convinced national public figures and personalities to support Job Search with brief 

recorded interviews on his tape machine. Rob then turned these into jingles, which were 

played by many a local BBC Radio station as Job Search became a national success.  

Amongst those from whom Rob secured support was his lifetime musical hero: one Harry 

Webb - Cliff Richard to you and me! Rob's powers of persuasion became legendary. He went 

on to become President of the Institute. Back to Cliff Richard - Rob’s love of Cliff's career 

even won him the chance to interview Cliff about his life and music, leading to a series of 

radio shows Rob presented on BBC Radio Gloucestershire. 

This picture of a man with influential skills -- strong-willed too mind you -- with passions and 

loves, has another interesting little aspect - which might well have to feature in this 

heavenly Room in our Father's House which Rob's soul has now begun surely to make his 

own. Let me explain more. My own career included significant periods working alongside 

Rob; through the Institute. I also followed in his footsteps in North Yorkshire, becoming 

Deputy County Careers Officer there 3 years after Rob left. His influence and style remained 

in evidence; as did his amazing eye for detail.  

Legend has it that Rob was known to take a tin of paint and paintbrush into York Careers 

Centre to touch up the paint scratches and marks on the walls!  And he might even have 

taken an iron with him - to iron out the creases on careers posters before allowing them to 

be put on the careers library walls! So in our Father's House, don't expect to find any 

blemishes on Rob's Room walls, nor any creased white robes or posters! 

Let's return to Rob's commitment to disadvantaged and disabled young people. After 

setting up one of the first 13 privatised careers services in 1993/4, Rob retired from the 

service in 1997 and established the pioneering Pathfinder Careers Charity. This charity made 

financial awards mostly to assist young disadvantaged and disabled people with their 

learning and work. As its Executive Director, Rob was in his element: organising, networking, 

planning, promoting and acting as Master of Ceremonies at the superbly staged Awards 

evenings.  So successful was the Gloucestershire arm of the Charity, that my own careers 
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guidance business in Yorkshire also invited Rob to establish charitable awards there. And 

with his accomplished skills Rob made a great success of those too. 

Little wonder then that with a tide of support, Rob was awarded the MBE in the Queen's 

New Year's Honours list at the start of 2006. As you can see Rob was a successful “careers 

services businessman”. 

It’s time to speak a little about the family man; because Rob was indeed a strong family 

man. Married firstly to Kate - Rob and Kate's son James, and their daughter Helen were of 

tremendous importance in his life. Rob was rightly fiercely proud of James and Helen. James 

went to Cardiff University, and has carved out a successful career in international banking. 

Currently he lives with his partner Grace in Hong Kong, where James now works for the 

Bank of Australia. Helen has made a great success too of her teaching career, reaching 

senior management level already; and she’s found time to marry Steve and start a family 

with two children – Imogen & Jack – making Rob the Grandfather he was so pleased to be! 

In October 1990, Rob remarried. His marriage to Anne saw them move here to Sapperton in 

1991, where they lived happily for 22 years - until just over a month ago when they moved 

into Cirencester. As many will know, Anne was tremendously successful in her teaching 

career; finally becoming Head teacher of the outstanding Farmor's School at Fairford. And 

Rob glowed with such respect and pride whenever he spoke of Anne's achievements there. 

Rob also loved to travel, both in this country and abroad. Such was his personal confidence 

that he thought nothing of taking trips away on his own to cities in Europe, often into 

unknown territory. He even drove all the way to and from Paxos in Greece on one famous 

occasion. 

With Anne he loved to travel to his beloved Scotland (to the Highlands and the West Coast); 

and farther afield to France, Greece, Italy, Madeira and Portugal - and yes, you've guessed 

it, whilst in Portugal he had to visit Cliff Richard's farmstead and winery there! 

So, I truly hope that this picture I have tried to paint comes some way towards doing justice 

to the multi-faceted man that was Robert Ian Stokes. May his memory live forever in our 

hearts, and may his soul find eternal peace in his meticulously maintained room in our 

Father's House. 

In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen 


