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PROGRAMME 
 
8.45 - 9.45 Registration and workshop selection 

9.30  Introduction and scene setting - Andy Gardner 

9.45 Keynote speaker1: ‘Birmingham Unconditional Offers Pilot and a broad look at some of the 
challenges faced by selective research intensive universities’, Roderick Smith, Director of 
Admissions, University of Birmingham    

 
10.30     Keynote speaker 2: ‘The future for private provision of higher-education in the UK and 
internationally’, Professor Carl Lygo, Principal of BPP University College, and Chief Executive, BPP 
Holdings plc 

 
11.00 Refreshment break 
 
11.30 Keynote speaker 3: Graduate Employment Plenary 

 Graduate employment now – Jen Redman, HECSU 
 Graduate employment in the future – Emma Birchall, Hot Spots Movement 
 Making graduate employment understandable to sixth formers – Helen Kempster, 

CareersGroup London 
 
12.30 Lunch  
 
1.15  Opportunity Workshops 
 
2.15 Refreshment break 
 
2.45 Practitioner Workshops 
 
3.45 Summary and close – ‘Coping with change and choice in the career development sector’,  
 Karen O’Donoghue, CDI President and Chief Executive, The Via Partnership 
4.15 
 
 
 



 
 
OPPORTUNITY WORKSHOPS 1 

 What Graduates Do? Jen Redman, Researcher, HECSU 
  

 
 
 
PRACTITIONER WORKSHOPS 2 

 
 

 
EXHIBITION 
If you would like to exhibit at this conference, please contact Rachael Murray – rachael.murray@icg-
uk.org 
 
 
SPONSORSHIP 
The Institute of Career Guidance is delighted that BPP University College is sponsoring this conference. 

BPP is a leading European private education and training provider in the fields of business, law, finance, tax and 
accountancy. 

BPP University College of Professional Studies has over 6,500 students at its UK law and business schools, and 
trains over 30,000 accountants.   Its programmes cover undergraduate and postgraduate degrees, MBAs, short 
courses, summer schools, training and ongoing development for professionals. As well as its main city schools in 
London, Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, Leeds, Liverpool, Newcastle, and Manchester, it has regional centres 
across the UK, and offers a range of flexible study options - including full and part-time programmes, accelerated 
courses, online and distance learning.  24 Leading Law firms send their trainees to BPP Law School on an 
exclusive basis. 

In 2007, BPP College was granted degree awarding powers by the Privy Council, and in 2010 was granted 
University College status, becoming BPP University College of Professional Studies Ltd.  BPP Learning Media, 
market leader of published study materials and communications tools for training, and MPW, the private 5th and 
6th form school are also solely owned by BPP, and operate as autonomous business units. In 2009, BPP became 
part of the Apollo Group.  Visit BPP at http://www.bpp.com 

 
BOOKING INFORMATION 
Please book your place on-line www.icg-uk.org/he_conference.html or by telephone. 
 
CDI Members - £135 + VAT  
 

Non Members - £185 + VAT 
 

Student members and Unemployed Members - £60 + VAT 
 

CPD certificates will be provided on request. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Keynote Speaker Biographies 
 
 
1. Carl Lygo - Principal of BPP University College and Chief Executive Officer of BPP Holdings Ltd 
Carl is a qualified Barrister with over 21 years’ experience in the education sector, and has worked at 
BPP for the past 15 years, eight of which as a board director. As Chairman of BPP Law School, he was 
instrumental in increasing turnover from £1million to £50m.   He led the team that made BPP the first 
for profit organisation to be granted degree awarding powers in 2007, and opened its Business School 
in 2009. 

Prior to BPP, he practised in the areas of personal injury and employment law, before entering 
education. He was a lecturer in law at London Guildhall, Leeds, City and East Anglia universities.  
Former appointments included special education advisor to the Judicial Studies Board by the Lord 
Chief Justice, and member of the medical regulatory body for the Secretary of State for Education. 

Carl was nominated one of the “UK’s Hot 100 Lawyers” by The Lawyer magazine, and shortlisted for 
“Outstanding individual contribution to education” by Education Investor magazine.  He is married 
with 5 children and lives in Canterbury. 

 


